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Recent History and Current Challenges 
Our beautiful church was dedicated in 1959; it replaced the original church building that was 

destroyed by a fire. The parish has gone through many changes since that time, but the building 

completed then is essentially the church that has anchored the southern end of downtown 

Olmsted Falls for nearly seven decades.   

 
The construction of the current school building began in 1997 and St. Mary of the Falls School 

celebrated its 60-year anniversary in 2009. Today, our school continues to be strong; educating 

students in Preschool through Grade 8 in mind, body and spirit. 

 

A Vision 20/20 committee has been established to develop plans that meet our needs today and 

prepare our spiritual home for future generations. We are now ready to update the parish on 

their progress and explore the possibility of conducting a major capital campaign to fund a Church 

Renovation and Addition and a new Parish Activity Center. 

 
Church Renovation and Addition 

A renovation to the interior of our church, which includes the addition of two wings that will 

increase our seating capacity to 1,000 persons. This addition will allow us to accommodate all 

who seek to worship with us and potentially reduce the number of weekend Masses that may 

become necessary if our parish has one priest in residence. 

 

The main entry and choir will be relocated at rear of assembly area and the Altar, as well as a 

work sacristy, will be placed at the east end of the building. This redirecting of the traffic flow 

into the worship space will result in far fewer distractions for Mass participants. 

 

The addition of a Narthex/Gathering area will connect the church and school buildings and offer 

valuable opportunities for fellowship before and after Masses. 

 
A new lighted and landscaped parking lot will be added south of Taylor Road; it will address our 

crucial need to better accommodate a high volume of vehicles during weekend Masses and 

special events. A new playground will be built west of the new parking lot that will replace the 

current one.  
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Parish Activity Center 

A new 14,000 square foot, ADA-compliant Parish Activity Center (PAC) will provide weather-

protected access to and from the church and school, and connectivity to the church and school. 

We envision the PAC becoming the hub for a multitude of parish activities: 

 

• A full-sized gymnasium, which includes a lobby/concessions area, bleacher 

seating, boy’s and girl’s changing rooms, and storage space will be of great service 

to our athletic program for conducting practices, games, and tournaments. 

 

• Two meeting rooms will provide space for parish organizations to fulfill their 

mission and offer the flexibility to combine and create one large meeting space 

with seating for 125 persons at tables and chairs. 

 

• A classroom will be added to replace one that will be removed to create the 

gathering space. 

 
Summary 

We believe these two projects would benefit every family in our parish and be a blessing to our 

entire parish community. Initial estimates indicate we can complete both of them for a total of 

approximately $6 million to $7 million. A more precise estimate will be generated once the design 

phase of the projects is completed. 

 

A comprehensive plan to fund these projects would center on securing pledge commitments 

from St. Mary of the Falls parishioners that are payable for up to a three-to-five-year period. A 

parish campaign planning study is being conducted in the summer of 2018 to determine whether 

sufficient support exists to move ahead with these projects. 

 
 
 


